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Curriculum Links

Science
Biodiversity and
Interdependence

SCN-O01

, UK
identify and name a
variety of plants and
animals in their
habitats, including
microhabitats

Key Concept

| can identify where
animals live

Background

Learning to identify where animals live in our
local environment helps us understand that
how we interact with it impacts more than just
us. It also helps us develop a sense of place,
which is when we are connected to the
outdoor spaces around us. This has been
shown to lead to sustainable attitudes.

Now we have an idea of where things are living,
you can start to understand how much is out
there by conducting a bio blitz. We shall do
this before and after developing the grounds
but it is the same lesson for both.

Lesson 1- Looking for Habitats
Lesson 2 - Bio Blitz 1

Lesson 3 - Developing Habitats
Lesson 4 - Bio Blitz 2

Resources
e Hoop per group
e Paper and pencil to record

If the above are not available then
simply encourage observation. You can
also try and catch the critters on
camera, or at least their habitats

Wider Skills

e Understanding of nature

e Observation skills

e Development of sense of
place
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Lesson

Decide on the length of time you plan to take. Make a note of this so you can spend
the same amount of time for the bio blitz. You may choose to do just a quick 15
minute blitz or you may choose longer. It is up to you.

If you have an area map it can be helpful to mark on it where each child or group
conducts their survey, they may choose one spot or two or three.

Place the quadrat or hoop in the chosen area and count all the living things within it.
Stay for the allocated length of time.

Try and identify what you see, if you do not know then take a photo to look up
afterwards. The RSPB guides are very helpful -
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/documents/kids-and-schools/spot-it-
bilingual.pdf

Record what you find and count the number of living things you see. You could
conduct a Bioblitz in different locations and compare the results.

Survey 2

Wait a number of weeks, maybe a full term of more and conduct the survey again for
the same length of time and at the same spots to see if there is a difference.
Remember, time of year can also play a part in the results.

Older Classes Younger Classes

They can survey for longer periods of Will need shorter periods of time
time (10 minutes or so) at a single and may be better taking photos
spot and can use the ID guides for identification indoors

outside

Next Steps or Links

See the other lessons in the series
This can be repeated as often as you like
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