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Key Concept

Scotland

Curriculum Links Background

Wider Skills

Learning to identify where animals live in our

local environment helps us understand that

how we interact with it impacts more than just

us.  It also helps us develop a sense of place,

which is when we are connected to the

outdoor spaces around us.  This has been

shown to lead to sustainable attitudes.  

Now we know what is living in our playground

and have conducted a survey to understand it

more, it is time to see if we can improve it and

develop spaces for wildlife.  These can be big or

small, depending on your space. 

Lesson 1 - Looking for Habitats 
Lesson 2 - Bio Blitz
Lesson 3 - Developing Habitats
Lesson 4 - Bio Blitz 2

Understanding of nature
Teamwork
Development of sense of

place
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Science
Biodiversity and


Interdependence
SCN-01

identify and name a

variety of plants and


animals in their

habitats, including


microhabitats

I can identify where

animals live

Resources
sticks
grassy area
stones
logs or twigs



Lesson
Today we are aiming to increase the biodiversity in our playground or outdoor space. 

The activities undertaken will vary depending on local environment, resources, time of

year etc.  You do not need to do all the activities, discuss with the children which you

want to do.  You may even come up with some of your own.  The children can work in

groups to great their animal home.  While you can research online to find some ideas,

we have noted some simple ideas below for you.

Bug Hotel

Carefully clean the tin and remove both ends, and to

make sure the edges are not sharp, we do not want cut

fingers!

Thread string through the tin and tie, this is how you will

hang your hotel.

Fill your tin.  You can use bamboo canes that are clean,

twigs or even rolled up paper or card from kitchen rolls.  

If you are using paper, fold it over a couple of times so it fits inside your tin and

doesn't get well.  You can wrap it around a pencil to get a tight roll

You will know when your tin is full as it will be too difficult to squeeze anything else

in.

Find a nice spot to hang it, take a pic to share whilst you wait for a bee to move in!

Long Grass
Is there an area of the grounds where you can just leave

the grass to grow?  This in itself will provide a habitat for

beetles, butterflies, moths and more.  You may even

choose to sow some wildflower seeds to provide some

food for the bugs.

You may need to work with your council on this one to

ensure the grass is allowed to grow long, some signage

may also help.



Log Pile House (or Sticks!)
If you have old logs laying around you can carefully stack

these to build a log pile.  Even sticks can help provide

the same dark dank environment that woodlice, beetles,

spiders and even hedgehogs like!  Ensure you build it

out the way so the animals can live without being
disturbed!

Bird Bath
These can be as simple as a tray with some pebbles

added at one end.  The birds will love the bird bath but it

can also attract bees, and butterflies who can stop by to

drink when it is hot.  The pebbles gives them a safe place

to land.  If it is on the ground mammals such as

hedgehogs and foxes might stop by for a slurp.

But please make sure you wash this out weekly to

ensure the birds do not get poorly.

Bird Bath
We often get asked about ponds for schools.  While they

can be great, there is also a lot to consider in terms of

health and safety and potential hazards.

The RHS have a great guide for schools which explains

all of this - check it out here

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources/info-

sheet/school-pond-health-and-safety



Lesson

Next Steps or Links
See the other lessons in the series
You can get more development ideas here -

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Info-Sheet/Encouraging-wildlife-

in-your-school-garden?returnUrl=%2FResources%2FFind-a-

resource%3Fso%3D0%26pi%3D10%26ps%3D10%26f%3D2,8:1,6:%26page%3D2
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Older Classes Younger Classes

Older children may be able to work

in small groups to undertake a

number of projects as they can work

independently

Simple projects, like the bug hotel,

may be easier for younger children

and managing the lesson


